Combined host and specific anti-Pseudomonas-directed therapy for Pseudomonas aeruginosa infections in burned mice: experimental results and theoretic considerations.
Four strains of Pseudomonas aeruginosa showed significant variation in the elaboration of the virulence-associated exoproducts, exotoxin A and proteases. These variations appeared to affect the mortality observed when these strains were used to infect burned mice. Further, these variations seemed to influence the efficacy of individual after sepsis treatments designed to (1) reduce total microbial load in the host (HIg treatment), (2) reduce total circulating protease load in the host (alpha 1-PI treatment), or (3) neutralize the specific effects of exotoxin A (antitoxin treatment). Combined treatment, using all of these approaches, was significantly better than individual treatment.